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	Report by:
	Director of Transport and Environment



	Proposal:
	To erect a shade canopy on Herne Junior School playing field made of a timber frame and canvas roof to the eastern elevation of the school building.  



	Site Address:
	Herne School, Herne Road, Crowborough.



	Applicant:
	Director of Children’s Services



	Application No.
	WD/2938/CC



	Key Issues:
	i) Need

ii) Siting and Design



	Contact Officer:    
	Richard Elder, tel: 01273 481833


	Local Members:   
	Councillors Richard Stogdon and Sylvia Tidy



RESOLUTION OF THE DIRECTOR OF TRANSPORT AND ENVIRONMENT:

Under the powers delegated to me by the Governance Committee on 30 January 2003, I resolve to approve the proposal subject to the conditions set out in the recommendation.

CONSIDERATION OF RELEVANT PLANNING MATTERS

1.
The Site and Surroundings
1.1. Herne Junior School lies in the southern part of Crowborough within a predominantly residential area close to a cemetery to the north. The School is centrally located within the site and is bounded by residential properties on three sides and a public footpath to the north which separates the School from the cemetery.  Vehicular access to the School is gained from the west via Herne Road. Pedestrian access is gained via Herne Road to the west and Woodland Way to the east.

1.2. The School is predominantly a 2 storey building of brick construction incorporating a shallow pitched roof which appears to date from the 1950’s. The playing fields are located either side of the School with the main playing fields on the east side and smaller playing fields/playgrounds on the west side. The southern boundary of the site is dominated by 4 temporary classroom buildings. The site levels fall gently to the east and south.  

2.
The Proposal
2.1. The proposal involves the erection of a wooden canopy structure to provide shade from the sun for the children during outdoor educational activities, break times, lunchtimes and sporting activities.

2.2. It is to be sited on the east side of the School on the edge of the main playing fields between the main exit doors from the main School building. The structure is to comprise 2 no. 4 metres wide x 6 metres long wooden framed gazebos with pitched green canopy roofs, having a maximum height of 4.5 metres.

3.
Site History

3.1. The most recent and relevant applications are as follows:

3.2. 2005 – WD/2407/CC – Granted. Erection of 3 new temporary double classroom buildings to replace 3 existing double and 1 single temporary classrooms.

3.3. 2005 – WD/2378/CC – Granted. Single storey extension to west elevation to provide new toilet and changing accommodation.

3.4. 2004 – WD/1154/CC/2 – Granted. Retention of a double mobile classroom. 

4.
Consultations and Representations 
4.1. Wealden District Council -  No objection

4.2. Crowborough Town Council – No objection

4.3. Sport England – No objection

4.4. Local Representations – None received

5.
The Development Plan and other policies of relevance to this decision are:

5.1. Wealden Local Plan Adopted 1998: Policies EN27 (scale and design) 

5.2. Non Statutory Wealden Local Plan 2005: BE1 (design and impact on amenities) 

6.
Considerations


Need

6.1. The School has confirmed that the structure is needed for safety reasons to protect the children from the effects of the sun and also to provide shelter in inclement weather. It is also required for outdoor educational activities and will be used during break times, playtimes and lunchtimes as well as sporting activities. It is considered then, that the need for the structure has been established.

Siting and Design

6.2. Policies EN27 of the adopted Wealden Local Plan and BE1 of the Non-Statutory Wealden Local Plan require development to have regard to the existing character of the area, respect the scale and height of adjacent buildings and the wider setting and should respect the amenities of adjoining properties.

6.3. The canopy structure is to be located on the east side of the School on the edge of the grass playing fields, centrally located between the two main exit doors. The siting of the structure would not interfere with the use or function of the playing fields and it is considered that the structure will complement the use of the playing fields in providing a shaded viewing area. Sport England has been consulted and considers that the structure is ancillary to the use of the site as a playing field and does not affect the quantity or quality of pitches or adversely affect their use.

6.4. The structure would not be widely visible from public view in the proposed location and would not be visible from Fermor Way or Herne Road. Whilst the structure may be partially visible from the end of Woodland Way, obscured by the trees and bushes that line the boundary, it would be viewed against the backdrop of the School and would not appear particularly prominent.    

6.5. The design of the structure is simple incorporating a timber frame with 2 pitched green canopy roofs, capped at the top of the pitch with a timber decorative feature. The design of the structure is acceptable and would not detract from the character or appearance of the School building.

6.6. As such it is considered that the siting and design of the proposal is acceptable and would accord with Policy EN27 of the adopted Wealden Local Plan and BE1 of the Non-Statutory Wealden Local Plan.

7.
Conclusion and reasons for approval

7.1. In accordance with Section 38 of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 the decision on this application should be taken in accordance with the development plan unless material considerations indicate otherwise.

7.2. The siting and design of the proposed canopy structure is considered acceptable and complies with Policy EN27 of the adopted Wealden Local Plan and Policy BE1 of the Non-Statutory Wealden Local Plan 2005.

7.3. There are no other material considerations and the decision should be taken in accordance with the development plans. 

8.
Recommendation     

8.1
To grant planning permission subject to the following conditions:-

1.
The development hereby permitted shall be commenced before the expiration of three years from the date of this permission.


Reason: To comply with Section 91 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990.

2.
The development hereby permitted shall be carried out in accordance with the plans listed in the Schedule of Approved Plans.


Reason: For the avoidance of doubt and in the interests of proper planning.

Schedule of Approved Plans

Ref 1 Site Location Plan 1:1250, Ref 2 Site Plan Scale 1:500, Ref 3 - Design and Access Statement, Ref 7 - Photo of example of proposed structure

RUPERT CLUBB

Director of Transport & Environment

26 August 2010
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